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of course from local variations not obviously corre-
lated with habitat), there is little point in making
a general map. In a diversified agricultural region
making crop maps based on the 6-inch Ordnance
Survey maps is an interesting and instructive
exercise. A series of crop maps, one for each year,
will give interesting information on the different
systems of agricultural treatment.
4.  Quadrat and transect charts.   These may be used
for getting a closer idea of the structure of the vege-
tation, but are not always worth while in uniform
and stable vegetation. The teacher must use his
judgment. If, however, the vegetation is zoned,
or succession is clearly proceeding, either generally
or locally, transects or quadrats, or both, should
certainly be laid down, and the changes followed
in successive years.
5.  Studies of habitat factors (see Chapters X-XIII), in-
cluding for instance regular grazing or rabbit attack.
6.  Special studies on various questions that may arise
in the course of the earlier work, e.g. problems
connected with seed dispersal, or effect of fires (re-
generation or replacement by other vegetation, etc.).
A study of the kind suggested, carried out on a favourable
community and continued for some years, would not only
have great educational value, but would also almost certainly
contribute sufficiently to our knowledge of ecology to be weU
worth publication, A tradition of genuine observation of
nature will be gradually established in the school, with
literally incalculable benefit to many of the pupils, and
benefit also to the progress of ecology itself.
If no such detailed study of a particular community is
possible, something can be done on half-day excursions to
different communities, e.g. different types of common, down,
woodland, mountain-side, fen, or seashore. Though the
knowledge obtained wiU necessarily be more superficial,